Ag*vj\         Preparations for the Campaign         [1798
His death left Arthur's hands inconveniently fiilL On
.the top of his ordinary work he had to sit on the Court of
Inquiry to investigate the circumstances of his friend's death,
and to see that his last instructions were carried out.
In addition to being in command at Arnee, Colonel Welles-
ley was also placed in command at WaUajah-Nuggur, and
had to go backwards and forwards between the two places.
It is not surprising that he had hardly time to sleep. " I
assure you ", he told his brother, " that during two nights,
whilst Colonel Aston's court of inquiry was sitting, I was
in bed only two hours. . . ."1
As might be expected, Colonel Wellesley was the main-
spring of the military preparations.   Indeed, if it had not
been for him the army would have been unable to take the
field that season; for orders issued months before were still
unexcuted, and everything was in a state of hopeless muddle.
And time was pressing, for unless the army could com-
mence operations before the monsoon, when the river Cauvery
protecting Seringapatam * would be in flood, the campaign
would have to be abandoned until the following year, which
would give the smouldering Tippoo time to erupt in unex-
pected places.    Colonel Wellesley therefore hurled himself
furiously upon the work in hand, his galvanizing energy
exploding like a bombshell amongst the muddle-headed
incapacity which surrounded him.   He hustled, and made
others hustle too, so that in the end the army was ready
in time, though he had to borrow money, and sell his own
horses to make it so.   For amongst other difficulties with
which he had to contend, was a shortage of money; ". . . the
want of money in my camp was so great", he told his brother
Richard, " that I was obliged to borrow from the officers of
the army and to sell my own horses to find money to send
off two detachments . . ."*
1Supp. Despatches, Vol. /, p. 163.         2 Ibid., jp. 192.
* Tippoo's capital.
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